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Pdivi Jamsd, chair of the Economic Working Group, explains the role, priorities,
future challenges and anticipated evolution of the Economic Working Group.

| WHAT IS THE ECONOMIC WORKING GROUP?

EU policy developments.

WHAT TOPICS ARE THE GROUP CURRENTLY
FOCUSING ON, AND WHY ARE THEY
IMPORTANT?

areas.

One of the main priorities is regional connectivity.
Many Member States are currently facing diffi- :
culties in maintaining adequate connectivity,
especially domestic connectivity, due to economic
pressures, changing market conditions, and evol-
ving airline business models. This issue is particu-
larly important as air transport connectivity
underpins both economic development and social :
cohesion across Europe. Closely linked to this is the
economic supervision of airlines, which was also
discussed at the group’s most recent meeting, in
April 2026. In a challenging economic environ-
ment, ensuring financial stability and resilience :

within the aviation sector remains a key priority.

Another important focus area is aviation taxation.

The Economic Working Group, established in 2016 The group actively collects, analyses and shares
brings together ECAC experts to address economic : !nformanon 0 SRl Membe.r St make “{e“_
issues of common interest within the European informed policy decisions. Aviation taxation is a
aviation community. It serves as a collaborative complex policy field with implications for competi-
forum where Memb.er States can deepen their i tiveness, connectivity and environmental objec-
ke ing 6 U Ceaale Clmeneinns of @i tives, making coordinated understanding essential.

transport and work together on shared challenges. A e & e i S vk, dhe Eeun

. . . i supports Member States in updating their national
At its core, the group is driven by cooperation and : . . .
o ayn i air services agreements. This work draws on the
economicall Yefficient sustainable and competitive | extensive expertise of its members and, through

Y »SU P i the European Coordination Group on Economic

European air transport sector. This is achieved : matters, also feeds into ICAO'S Air Transport Regu-

through close collaboration between ECAC Member lation Panel work, in particular the update of the

States, industry representatives and international © |CAO Global Template for Air Services Agreements,

partners, ensuring that work is aligned and con- :
tributes effectively at the global level. The Euro- | 144 group continuously monitors trends and

pean Commission also participates as an observer, © emerging needs in the economic field and remains

strengthening the link between ECAC activities and  flexible in taking on new topics as they arise. Its aim
i isto apply its core expertise in a way that best sup-

ports the aviation sector as a whole.

i These topics are important because they reflect the
evolving landscape of aviation and help ensure
o i that the sector remains resilient, competitive, and
The current economic situation presents a number : aligned with broader societal expectations.
of challenges for the aviation market, and the :

group has therefore focused its work on several key
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In a challenging economic

environment, enSUring
financial stability
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the aviation sector
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Ensuring
effective
cooperation
among a wide
range of
stakeholders
will remain a
central
challenge.”
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\WHAT CHALLENGES DO YOU SEE ARISING

INTHE FUTURE?

Looking ahead, one of the key challenges will be :
adapting to an increasingly complex geopolitical
environment, where global interests are becoming
more diverse and, at times, divergent. This makes :
international dialogue more demanding, but also
i It will remain an important platform for collabora-
i tion, knowledge-sharing and coordination among
The economic situation will continue to place press-
ure on the aviation sector, requiring a careful :
balance between sustainability objectives and the
need to maintain economic efficiency and com- :
Looking ahead, the group is expected to further
i strengthen its contribution to shaping global avia-
Ensuring effective cooperation among a wide :
range of stakeholders will remain a central chal-
lenge. Aligning national approaches with European
and international frameworks will continue to :
require coordination, compromise and sustained

more essential.

petitiveness.

dialogue.

HOW DO YOU SEE THE GROUP EVOLVING
INTHE COMING YEARS?

The Economic Working Group is likely to continue
expanding its role as economic challenges in avi-
ation become increasingly complex and intercon-
nected.

ECAC Member States. Its role in supporting common
understanding and preparing for international
discussions will remain central to its work.

tion policy, helping ensure that the sector remains
resilient, adaptable and well prepared for future
challenges. ®

I Pdivi Jdmsd has worked in aviation since 2008, focusing on aeropolitics. She has served as chief negotiator
in air services agreements and also participates in EU aviation negotiations. She is active in ECAC, chairs the
ECAC Economic Working Group, contributes to the ICAO Air Transport Regulation Panel, and represents Finland
in ICAO on economic matters. Previously, she worked in safety, security, airspace, licensing and registration at
the CAA. Pdivi graduated in 2008 from the University of Helsinki, with a Master of Laws
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