
Rabat, 30 June 2026 — ECAC 
Executive Secretary, Patricia 
Reverdy, participated in this year’s 
ACAO General Assembly, where 
she addressed delegates during 
the first session. The Assembly 
provided an opportunity to 
reaffirm the long-standing 
and highly valued cooperation 
between ECAC and ACAO over 
many years.  

The General Assembly also marked the final meeting of Abdennabi 
Manar in his capacity as Director General of ACAO. In her address, 
the ECAC Executive Secretary expressed her sincere appreciation for 
the close cooperation established during his mandate, recognising 
the high quality of the exchange of information and ideas, and the 
relationship of mutual trust underpinning the cooperation between 
the two organisations. 
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Rabat, 29 June 2026 — The seventh meeting of the sister re-
gional aviation organisations: the Arab Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ACAO), African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC), ECAC, 
and the Latin American Civil Aviation Commission (LACAC), 
took place on the margins of the ACAO General Assembly in 
Rabat on 29 June 2026.

ECAC Executive Secretary, Patricia Reverdy, joined the heads 
of the regional organisations for their regular exchange on 
current developments affecting the global aviation sector and 
on opportunities to further strengthen cooperation between 
their organisations.

The discussions provided an opportunity to exchange views 
on upcoming major ICAO events, with particular attention to 
the ICAO Extraordinary Assembly and priorities for the Seventh 
Worldwide Air Transport Conference (ATConf/7) in November. 

The participants reaffirmed their commitment to mutual sup-
port, close cooperation and continued dialogue on matters of 
common interest, recognising the valuable contribution that 
regional organisations make to advancing international civil 
aviation objectives.

Seventh meeting of the sister 
regional organisations in 
Rabat

ECAC participation in ACAO 
General Assembly

Stockholm, 23 June 2026 — The ECAC Medium-Term Objectives Task 
Force met in Stockholm to review progress on the implementation of 
the 2025-2027 ECAC work programme and begin shaping the priorities 
to be included in the work programme for the 2028-2030 triennium.

In addition to discussing the future work programme, the task force 
considered the associated budget for 2028-2030. The outcomes of these 
discussions will be presented to Directors General in August for policy 
guidance, which will support EMTO’s finalisation of the draft programme 
and budget. 

The meeting also marked the first participation of two newly appointed 
task force members and alternates following the election of new 
members to the Coordinating Committee on 19 May 2026 (DGCA/166). 
Amarilda Nakuçi (Albania) joined EMTO as a member and Christian 
Andres (Switzerland) joined as an alternate member. Participants 
welcomed both representatives and looked forward to their 
contribution to the group’s future work.

EMTO prepares for 2028-2030 work programme and associated 
budget

ECAC MEDIUM-TERM OBJECTIVES TASK FORCE



London/hybrid, 17 June 2026 — Support 
for Member States in addressing the rapi-
dly evolving regulatory and operational chal-
lenges associated with unmanned aircraft sys-
tems (UAS) was the focus of the first meeting 
of ECAC’s UAS Working Group, held in London 
and online on 17 June 2026.

Hosted by the United Kingdom Department 
for Transport, the meeting brought toge-
ther 14 experts from 12 Member States to 
exchange knowledge and experience on key 
UAS developments, identify common chal-
lenges and explore opportunities for greater 
cooperation and the sharing of best practices.

Participants discussed a range of issues, inclu-
ding the role of aviation authorities in respon-
ding to UAS incursions or attacks, which may 
require the use of counter-UAS systems,  and 
shared information on developments related 
to crossborder UAS operations. The exchanges 
highlighted common challenges across Eu-

rope, particularly in relation to regulatory and 
operational complexity and the need for grea-
ter coordination.

The discussions also underlined the significant 
opportunities that UAS can of-
fer for aviation and the wider 
economy, while reaffirming 
the importance of maintai-
ning safe, efficient and sustai-
nable operations.

Looking ahead, participants 
identified priorities for the 
group’s future work pro-
gramme. These include gathe-
ring information on Member 
States’ regulatory experiences 
and exploring the development 
of a discussion paper on the 
evolving role of counter-UAS 
measures in the aviation sector.

These discussions established a foundation 
for continued cooperation and the sharing 
of expertise as Member States respond to the 
evolving UAS landscape.

Dublin/videoconference, 9-10 June 
2026 — The Technical Task Force met in 
Dublin to review progress in implemen-
ting the group’s 2026 work programme, 
with discussions focusing in particular 
on the development of a common ECAC 
routine testing methodology (CRTM) for 
explosive detection system (EDS) equip-
ment.

Following an exchange of information 
on national approaches to EDS rou-
tine testing, the meeting agreed that 
Member States could benefit from a 
harmonised methodology supported 

by relevant guidance and best prac-
tices. The proposed CRTM would aim to 
promote greater consistency in testing 
approaches across Member States while 
helping to address some common chal-
lenges. The draft CRTM will be prepared 
in the coming months and is expected 
to be finalised at the next meeting of the 
task force (TTF/95), in October 2026.

The group also discussed the develop-
ment of a simulants validation protocol. 
The draft document is expected to be 
developed by September, with finalisa-
tion foreseen at the group’s next mee-
ting in October.

2 No. 06 - 2026ECAC News Point 

New ECAC working group begins work on unmanned aircraft 
systems

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS

Progress towards harmonised EDS routine testing across ECAC 
Member States 

SECURITY

Security Programme Management Group reviews progress and 
sets direction for future work
Videoconference, 26 June 2026 — Brin-
ging together chairs from across ECAC secu-
rity groups, under the leadership of the ECAC 
Focal Point for Security, the 47th meeting of 
the ECAC Security Programme Management 
Group (SPMG/47) considered the draft mid-
term review of implementation of the 2025-
2027 ECAC work programme in the field of 

aviation security, discussed the first draft of 
the main orientations for the 2028-2030 work 
programme, and assessed the implementa-
tion status of the 2026 work programmes of 
the various ECAC security groups.

During the meeting, the group approved a 
proposal from the Study Group on Explosive 

Detection Dogs to establish a new workstream 
on the detection of improvised incendiary de-
vices by explosive detection dogs.

For the first time, the meeting was chaired 
by David Benito (DGCA Spain) following his 
recent appointment as the new Focal Point for 
Security.
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Videoconference, 18-19 June 2026 — 
The Study Group on Explosive Detection 
Dogs (EDD) made significant progress on a 
number of initiatives aimed at supporting 
the effective and consistent use of EDDs 
across ECAC Member States at its online 
meeting on 18-19 June 2026.

A key focus of the meeting was the review 
of the draft EDD National Auditors Aide, 
a practical tool developed to assist ECAC 
Member States in overseeing the use of EDDs 
at airports by entities involved in aviation 
security activities, such as regulated agents. 

The document is intended to promote a 
more harmonised approach to inspecting 
and auditing the use of EDDs by applying 
a comprehensive and consistent approach 
across different operational environments. 

The group also reviewed draft guidance 
material on the use of EDDs for vehicle 
examination, including certification and 
approval elements as well as vehicle EDD 
search methodologies. Several amendments 
were agreed, and the guidance is expected 
to be finalised at the group’s next meeting 
in autumn 2026.

New tools to support oversight of explosive detection dogs operations
SECURITY

Videoconference, 3-4 June 2026 — The 
ECAC Group on Security Testing held its 
fourth meeting in June, focusing on making 
progress in the development of guidance 
material under its 2026 work programme. 

Two items - on general guidance for testing 
and on best practice for cargo security 
testing - were reviewed and brought to 
near-final versions with a view to peer-

review and finalisation before submission 
to the Security Programme Management 
Group in July. Progress was also made 
on four other guidance notes that will be 
finalised later in the year.

The group also heard a presentation on 
approaches to testing in Georgia, given 
by the group’s new deputy chair, Gvantsa 
Kereselidze.

Expert group advances security testing guidance

Rome/videoconference, 15-16 June 2026 — Meeting in Rome 
on 15-16 June 2026, the 68th meeting of the ECAC Common 
Evaluation Process (CEP) Management Group reviewed progress in 
implementing the recently adopted CEP procedures and examined 
the continued development of Common Testing Methodologies 
(CTMs) as well as developments in testing activities, including 
configuration change management (CCM) reviews.

Participants exchanged views on measures to strengthen 
testing capacity and future quality assurance activities. They also 
considered the implementation of new CEP procedures, including 
the CEP recognition of external testing methodologies and test 
results, future priorities under the CEP Roadmap 2025–2027 and 
further opportunities to engage with all manufacturers.

The meeting was hosted by the Italian Civil Aviation Authority 
(ENAC) in view of Italy’s interest in participating in the CEP as a 
future contributing authority.

CEP Management Group 
reviews progress on 
implementation and future 
priorities Rome/videoconference, 17 June 2026 — More than 90 partici-

pants, comprising industry representatives, regulators from the CEP 
Management Group, and experts from CEP participating test centres, 
gathered in person and online for the 17th Manufacturers’ Information 
Session on the ECAC Common Evaluation Process (CEP). 

Hosted by the Italian Civil Aviation Authority (ENAC) at the Aeroporti 
di Roma Innovation Hub, the meeting provided participants with 
updates on the implementation of the new CEP procedures, inclu-
ding configuration change management (CCM) reviews, as well as 
updates on ongoing testing activities and on the participation of 
the United States Transportation Security Administration (TSA) as an 
Associated Authority to the CEP. 

The meeting also provided an opportunity to discuss manufacturers’ 
proposals to improve transparency, testing efficiency and test centres’ 
debriefing practices, and to explore future cooperation between the 
CEP and industry to support the continued evolution of the process. 
The session concluded with presentations from manufacturers on 
emerging technologies and configuration change approaches, fol-
lowed by an open exchange of views on current and future CEP acti-
vities.

Manufacturers and regulators 
discuss the future evolution of 
the CEP
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Videoconference, 16 June 2026 — 
The tenth meeting of the ECAC Network 
of Communication Specialists (NETCOM) 
brought together communication 
professionals from across the ECAC Member 
States to exchange experiences and discuss 
emerging communication challenges facing 
the civil aviation sector. 

Discussions focused on progress under the 
Network’s 2026 work programme, including 

national initiatives to promote the safe and 
lawful use of drones, as well as the growing 
role of artificial intelligence (AI) in aviation 
communications.

Participants also explored communication 
aspects related to the carriage of lithium 
batteries by air. Members agreed to continue 
developing the Network’s activities on these 
topics throughout the year.

NETCOM welcomed a presentation by 
Giovanna Laschena, chair of the ECAC 
Network on Diversity & Inclusion (NETD&I), 
who highlighted the importance of inclusive 
language in fostering a culture of respect 
and equality across the civil aviation sector. 
She also emphasised that the use of inclusive 
language also plays an important role in 
helping organisations attract and retain 
young talent.

Francesco Barraco of Toscana Aeroporti 
shared insights into the use of artificial 
intelligence in crisis communication. Through 
practical examples, he demonstrated how 
AI-driven tools can support communication 
strategies and help airport operators turn 
challenging situations into opportunities to 
strengthen public trust.

The discussions reinforced the importance 
of inclusive, proactive and forward-
looking communication, and ensuring 
that communication professionals remain 
informed of the latest developments shaping 
the European civil aviation community.
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COMMUNICATION

Vienna/videoconference, 23 June 2026 
— The 13th meeting of the ECAC Network 
on Diversity and Inclusion in Civil 
Aviation (NETD&I/13), held in Vienna on 
23 June 2026, provided an opportunity 
to review progress against the 
deliverables included in the 2025-2027 
work programme and discuss emerging 
priorities for strengthening diversity and 
inclusion across the aviation sector.

Hosted by the Austrian Federal 
Ministry for Innovation, Mobility 
and Infrastructure, participants were 
welcomed by Thomas Aybay-Stiegmaier 
on behalf of Peter Hanke, Austrian 
Federal Minister for Innovation, Mobility, 
and Infrastructure. 

Discussions focused on capacity-
building initiatives, recent developments 
across Member States, and the analysis of 
the preliminary results of the 2026 ECAC 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Survey. 

Members from Austria, Italy, Sweden 
and the United Kingdom also shared 
national case studies and good practices, 
providing an opportunity to exchange 
practical experience and reinforce 
collaboration across the ECAC region. 

The meeting welcomed the re-
appointment by Directors General of 
Giovanna Laschena (Italy) for a second 
mandate as chair of the group and thanked 
her for her commitment to supporting the 
activities of the Network.

ECAC diversity and inclusion network reviews progress and shares 
good practices

NETCOM discusses AI, drones and emerging communication 
challenges  

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION



Videoconference, 10 June 2026 — The 93rd meeting of the 
European Aviation and Environment Working Group was held in 
two sessions, bringing together experts from ECAC Member States, 
European organisations and industry stakeholders to exchange views 
on key environmental topics ahead of the second Steering Group 
meeting of the current cycle of work for the ICAO Committee on 
Aviation Environmental Protection (CAEP/14), to be held in Montreal 
in October 2026.

The first session provided an opportunity for technical experts and 
industry stakeholders to discuss developments in ongoing CAEP work, 
with particular focus on aircraft engine emissions and aircraft noise. 

Participants exchanged perspectives on current studies, standard-
setting activities and emerging challenges, highlighting the value 
of continued dialogue between regulators, technical experts and 
industry.

The second session, held in the EAEG-CAEP format, enabled experts to 
share updates from across the various CAEP work streams and discuss 
recent developments in the CAEP/14 cycle. 

Together, the two sessions strengthened technical awareness and 
understanding among participants, supporting continued engagement 
in ICAO’s work to address aviation’s environmental impact.
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ENVIRONMENT

European Aviation and Environment Working Group prepares for the next 
phase of CAEP/14

What’s on in July and August?

JULY

30 June – 2 July	 I	 ECAC Quality Assessment Programme on the assistance to persons with 
disabilities and persons with reduced mobility (QAP), Nuremberg

2 July	 I	 First meeting of the Working Group on Preparations for the Entry into Force 
of the Convention on the Bureau of the European Civil Aviation Conference 
(CONVENTION-WG), videoconference

AUGUST

27-29 August	 I 	 75th Special meeting of Directors General (DGCA/75(SP)), Chișinău

27 August	 I 	 208th meeting of the Coordinating Committee (CC/208), Chișinău
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Upcoming events

How can European aviation remain resilient in an 
increasingly complex environment? 
Join aviation leaders and policymakers in Paris on 13–14 October 2026 to dis-
cuss the challenges and opportunities shaping the future of air transport. 

Register now: https://ecac-ceac.org/events-and-meetings/upcoming-
events/2026-ecac-eu-dialogue/registration-2026-ecac-eu-dialogue

Registration is open!

Spring ECAC News
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Safety in the age of AI 

Intelligent security 

Smarter journeys 

People at the centre 

ECAC Spotlight  
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THE INTELLIGENT SKY 
How AI is transforming aviation while 
keeping people at the centre
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